
Living Things & Habitats – Spring 1

Key Vocabulary

Classification
Arranging things into groups
based on their similarities.

Classification
keys

A system which divides things 
into groups or types.

Organisms
Any individual living thing -

Humans, bears, dolphins, trees

Life processes
7 actions that are essential 
for an animal/plant to live.

Respiration
How living things like plants & 
animals, get energy (glucose) 

from food to live & grow.

Sensitivity
The way living things react to 
changes in their environment.

Reproduction Producing young / offspring

Key Knowledge
✓ Living things can be grouped (classified) in different 

ways according to their features.
✓ Classification keys can be used to identify and name 

living things. 
✓ Living things live in a habitat which provides an 

environment to which they are suited. 
✓ These environments may change naturally. 

Humans also cause the environment to change.

Links in the Curriculum:
Year 1 & 3 – Plants & Animals

Year 2, 5 & 6 – Living Things & Habitats

Year 4

✓ All living things have 
to do certain things to 
stay alive. 
These are known as    
life processes:
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Movement,     
Respiration,    
Sensitivity, 
Growth,    
Reproduction,    
Excretion  
Nutrition


