Could pou be a Deacon?

The Archbishop will be hosting two Diaconate Information
Evenings during the next few months: on Thursday 5th|
December at Bishop Eton in Liverpool and on Thursday 23rd
January at St John’s in Wigan. Each evening will begin at 7.30pm, with refreshments
available from 7.00pm and will end by 9.00pm.

The evenings are open to anyone who would like to find out more about the diaconate,
especially men who are wondering if they may be called to this ministry. Wives and
supporting priests and deacons are also very welcome. For more information email
Deacon Paul Rooney, p.rooney@rcaol.org.uk.

Christmas Jumper Day

On Friday 13 December, The Archdiocesan Offices we will be
having Christmas jumper day, and would love for parishes to
get involved! Everyone who wears a Christmas jumper at Saint :
Margaret Clitheroe Centre will be asked to bring in something for the foodbank, e.g.
selection boxes, Christmas biscuits, crackers, festive napkins etc. Maybe we could do
something on Sunday 15th December? Even if you don’t want to wear a Christmas
jumper you could still donate to the foodbank box at the back of the church.
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SABBTH+ Niass

The LGBTQ+ Catholics Mass will be at 2.00pm, followed by a social
gathering. All are welcome at Sacred Heart Church, Swan Lane,
Hindley Green, Wigan, WN 2 4HD

Archdiocesan Noung Adult Group:

The next Archdiocesan Young Adult Group meeting at Pauline Book Centre (84 Church
Street, Liverpool L1 3AY) on Tuesday 26 November. We will start at 6.30pm and
refreshment will be provided. Anyone aged 18-35 is welcome to attend. The theme is
praying to St Catherine of Alexandria and Christ the King. For more information, please
contact Moses at: m.mui@rcaol.org.uk

A celebration of Christmas A €ELEBRATION

The Cathedral will be hosting a festive celebration with the
Cathedral Choir and special guests performing beloved Christmas carols and seasonal
favourites. Tickets are £10 each, or £18 for a family, and can be purchased here:
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/metcathedral

OF CHRISTMAS

Ebe Wero ,Qectionaty Will be used for the first time next Sunday, when we begin
the new Liturgical Year with Advent.
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Solemnity of Christ the Ring (B) 249% CYovember 2024
Mass Cimes and Intentions

Sunday 24th November
10.00am Mr & Mrs Lee & Family & Parishioners

Monday 25" November
10.00am No Mass

Tuesday 26™ November
10.00am Pious Lists

Wednesday 27" November Mass in St. Brigid’s School
10.00am

Thursday 28" November
10.00am
11.00am FUNERAL SERVICE
Maria Reichert

Friday 29" November
10.00am Pious Lists

Saturday 30" November (St. Andrew the Apostle) “Yes, lamaKing.”
10.00am No Mass

Sunday 1%t December (1st Sunday of Advent (C))
10.00am Mr & Mrs Lee & Family & Parishioners




Please remember in your prayers:
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Sylvia Fleming, Tobin Lee, Katie Westwell, Rose Mary Marston, Ethel Waite, Betty
Carroll, Anne Viz, Archbishop Patrick Kelly, Patricia Louise Jones, Mr & Mrs McDonagh,
Christopher McRae, Sister Savio, Denise Ball, Br. John Smith MHM, Matt Ingham, Sr.
Eva M¢Hale, Vera Henry, Fr. Manus Ferry msc, Mary Abbott, Barry Lee, Joan Moran,
Charlie Hall, Jean Taylor, Jesse D’Souza, Helen Benson

Thobe who have died ﬂggm% Fr. Joe Robinson, Maria Reichert

Clernal est, grant wnto hem O Sord
And let perpetual [ight shine wpon e
liay ey rest in peace, Suwen.

Niass Cards and Intentions:

If you wish for a Mass to be said for an intention, you need to let
Father David know the intention. If you just buy a Mass Card, without
telling me who or what it is for, | will not know anything about it. | will
make envelopes available, at the piety stall for you to put your
intention and donation in and the Mass will be offered either as near -
to the date available or as soon as possible. If you have a particular
date in mind, please hand your intention in 2-3 weeks in advance as Mass intentions
are organised the week before it is celebrated. All Mass intentions are declared on the
Newsletter on the front page.

Nouth Pilgrimage to Lourdes -
Each year as part of the Archdiocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes, some 400 —
500 young people go as part as the Lourdes Youth Pilgrimage. The dates |
are July 23“—August 1%, and the price is £710 per person. Applications are [
open on line at www.liverpoollourdesyouth.co.uk and for more details &
please scan the QR code. It was a wonderful experience to be in Lourdes [w]
with the youth, and | would encourage anyone who is interested to sign up.

I am very grateful to Dave, Molly and their children for coming over EL
last week to talk about the youth pilgrimage.

Parish Centre and Nouth Club -

Both are looking a little messy at the moment and it’s a shame g
when you think how nice the Youth Club was when it re-
opened. | will be looking for some volunteers soon to help
clean both halls up. Please keep an eye on the newsletter for more details.

Christmas WUppeal

2 years ago we collected toys for children in care, and last year
we collected hats, scarves and gloves for the older members of
our community, and both were a great success. The Council is
asking for your suggestions. Do you want to have another
Christmas Appeal or do you want to have a break this year. Please let us know your
feelings.

Nouth Sunday -

Celebrating Young People in the Life of the Church: A Time of Prayer

mark Youth Sunday we are hosting a time of prayer, reflection and =
celebration at Lowe House (North Rd, St Helens, WA10 2BE) at 5pm on the
24th November.

We hope the evening will be an uplifting event at which we can pray for young people
and those that work with them, whilst listening to different speakers offer thoughts and
reflections on their work with young people. The service will end with a social time.

All are welcome. Please come along to pray for our young people and hear what
opportunities we offer young people across the diocese.

Christmas Niass Times

Over the past 2 years | have been here we have offered Mass at

7.00pm on Christmas Eve, and at Midnight and 10.00am on '-.:’
Christmas Day. Last year | had to cancel the Midnight Mass, as |

contracted Covid and couldn’t get anyone to supply for me. | would like to know what
Masses you would like for Christmas and in particular do you want Mass at Midnight?

sintiios
A

Please let us know what you think and want and we will act on your responses as
quicky as possible. Thank you.

Soodbant

| took the donations to the school who greatly appreciated all you left. ! e
The box is at the back of the church if you want to leave donations.

Raffle tickets will be on sale from next Sunday. We are now looking [ed Y7154} 1= 13
for prizes now. If you would like to donate any gifts towards the & E iGN
raffle please bring them to Mass with you over the next week and
we will put them in the Christmas raffle. Thanks in anticipation.

S N s Y

Play your part




Come and See -

In June 2024, the parish of St Edward the Confessor started a new
evangelisation program called “Come and See” and is continuing to
run successfully. It is for re-evangelisation of our Catholic community
and to introduce Jesus to the people who are not Christians through
the preaching of the Gospel.

This programme will be on the first Friday of every month starting at
6:30pm with Tea and coffee and then Preaching the Gospel and worship songs/
hymns and finishing at 8pm. There will be different preachers and topics on each
month. Fr David Potter will be doing the next one on Friday, 6th December 2024.

Ufrican Cultural Day

Today, our African parishioners are going to celebrate
their culture and faith during our Mass. They have | S /
chosen the music and will lead us in the music and our el i
celebration. %
After Mass, we will have some refreshments in the

church hall, there will be tasty African dishes and snacks and some entertainment from
our children. Everyone is welcome to join us.

| want to thank the team who have put a lot of hard work and preparation into todays
celebration for our parish. | hope it will be a great day for all of us at St. Albert’s.

NMiusic at the Niet 2024

During 2024 the Metropolitan Cathedral are celebrating the
return of their restored grand organ with a series of concerts &,
and events that will demonstrate the versatility of the e 7'
instrument. :

¢ Advent Sequence, Sunday 1 December, 5.00pm

¢ Bach and Handel, Sunday 8 December, 3.00pm

e A Celebration of Christmas, Saturday 14 December, 7.00pm

e A Ceremony of Carols, Sunday 15 December, 3.00pm
For more information, please call 01517087283 or email music@metcathedral.org.uk
or download their brochure:_ LMC-2024-Concert-Brochure-FINAL.pdf
(liverpoolmetrocathedral.org.uk)

Subilee Near 2025 X

&
The Holy Father has decided that 2025 will be a year of Jubilee, 3}}'7 [
something which happens every 25 years. The theme is “Pilgrims of , &L%Q«I
Hope”. As part of our communications activity for the Jubilee, we would PR

like to find out people’s memories from the last Jubilee back in 2000.

We are asking clergy, staff and parishioners to share with us any fond memories they
have from the millennium Jubilee — whether it was parish activities you were involved in
or a pilgrimage you went on during the special year.

Please send any details including any photographs you may have to
communications@rcaol.org.uk or call 0151 522 1074. For more information on the Jubilee
Year, please go https://www.cbcew.org.uk/jubilee-2025/

Sivst S0ly Communion Badge Competition
The First Holy Communion Badge Competition is back for its second

year! Children preparing to make their First Holy Communion next

Spring are invited to design a badge to commemorate the special day.

The badge will be round and roughly the size of a £2 coin, and

participants can only use up to 5 colours, including black and white. To

get the template and enter the competition, use the form and template attached to
this email and email your entry to badges@rcaol.org.uk. All entries need to be in by 27
January.

e WAltar Servers

Our new Altar Servers are completing their training,
and are now ready to begin their service of the Lord
at His altar. Next Sunday at Mass they will be inducted into our servers team and will
receive the cassock and cottar, they will wear when serving at Mass. | want to
congratulate our new servers and thank them for offering themselves for this ministry. |
also want to thank Deacon Daniel who has put his time and effort into training them as
altar servers.

Once again | will say, we do not realise just what blessings our young people are in our
parish. People do not believe me when | tell them of the numbers of children and
teenagers we have at Mass, until they see them for themselves. To our young people,
thank you for your witness and faithfulness. Long may it continue.

Pause for Thought

In a letter | received from a young man from Ukraine, he writes: "Father,
when you will speak of the thousand days of our suffering, please
remember them also as a thousand days of love, because only love, faith,
and hope give true meaning to our wounds."

Pastoral Letter -

Today we have a Pastoral Letter from the Archbishop of Liverpool. | have
printed it out for you, and is included in the newsletter for you to read at
your leisure.




Dear friends,

Next year 2025 will be a jubilee year. The theme chosen for this jubilee is “Pilgrims of
Hope”. We are called to pray in hope for this world of ours suffering because of the
impact of wars, poverty, homelessness and the climate crisis. We recall that our true
and only hope is found in the Lord Jesus.

The Jubilee Year will run from the opening of the holy door at Saint Peter's Basilica on
Christmas Eve to the feast of the Epiphany in 2026. More locally, the jubilee will begin
on Sunday 29 December, the feast of the Holy Family with Holy Mass in the
Metropolitan Cathedral and the Co-Cathedral and conclude on the 28 December 2025.

What does a jubilee mean to you and me?

The answer lies in the origins of a jubilee year. It's an opportunity for us to consider our
Christian life. The jubilee in 1300 offered to those who fulfilled its conditions a fresh
start with “a clean slate”. Jubilees have been historically used to mark a point in the life
of individuals; debts were released, slaves were freed, property was given back, and a
full restoration took place. We can recall the “stop the debt” campaign in jubilee 2000
as a reminder of this desire to release from burdens and reset lives.

| would like the Jubilee here in Liverpool to allow us the opportunity to be set free from
burdens: one way we can do this is through going to the Sacrament of Reconciliation, to
reset our relationship with God and with each other. | would like us all, including myself
to come and know and love the Lord Jesus more through prayer, through service of
each other and the community and to become more as a family and as a local church.
The theme provides us with a great opportunity to discover afresh what it means to be
a pilgrim not just by taking part in walks which are being arranged to some amazing
places of pilgrimage and shrines within our archdiocese, but also in recalling that each
human life is a pilgrimage journey towards the Kingdom of Heaven. The community of
the Church is the pilgrim people of God. To enable us to live the jubilee in a tangible
way, | enclose with this letter a decree | have issued establishing “Jubilee Churches”
across the archdiocese as focuses for pilgrimage for Jubilee 2025.

The theme of hope
If we look for signs of hope in this diocese, in our parish communities, and in our
schools, we will be surprised by what we see, and we can be confident that we are

“witnesses of hope”, and that our churches, schools and communities are places of
hope. The annual pilgrimage to Lourdes every year is such a moment of hope, and
many parishes arrange their own pilgrimages to other centres at home and abroad.
Arrangements are also being made for a jubilee pilgrimage to Rome next November
(details will be available on the archdiocesan website).

Any jubilee year ultimately celebrates the gift and sacrifice of the Lord Jesus on the
cross. On the cross, the Lord alone relieves us of our spiritual debts, of our slavery to
sin, and sets us free to be with him in building up the Kingdom of heaven. By being
“pilgrims of hope”, by seeking to be Saints in our ordinary everyday living, in bringing
others to know and love and serve Him in service and prayer we are expressing hope to
a world so much in need of it.

Resting in Jesus

Perhaps the biggest opportunity in this coming jubilee year maybe one that we've not
thought about, and that is the Jubilee year as a year of rest. Yes, for many of us we
know we cannot take a year off work and simply rest; we all have bills to pay, life
continues with getting the children to school, fulfilling appointments at the hospital
and doctors and getting on with our jobs whether we want to or not. But, in the same
breath, we are commanded to rest on the Sabbath, to spend time with family and to
place our faith at the centre of all we do. Perhaps the coming jubilee will be an
opportunity to put those three things in focus? The jubilee is an opportunity for us to
put things aside, to move away from distractions on TV, smartphone and social mediq,
to perhaps pick up a book, to talk to someone face to face or indeed just to be still. The
jubilee it can be an opportunity for you and me to find concrete ways of living more
simply a life of prayer by designating specific time each day or by going to Holy Mass
during the week instead of just on a Sunday if our timetable allows. The jubilee year is
an opportunity for us to practise “the presence of God” in daily life knowing he walks
by our side. This jubilee year can be for us a time of renewal, of re-focus and of rest.

My wish this year as ‘pilgrims of hope’ is that we should grow deeper in faith, in prayer
but also in service of God and each other.

On this Solemnity of Christ the King, we pray particularly for the young people of the
Church who are our hope for the future, please pray for them.

I wish you and your families every blessing as we approach the season of Advent and
prepare for the great feast of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ,

+Malcolm McMahon OP
Archbishop of Liverpool




