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Key Knowledge/ Interesting facts Topic Specific  Vocabulary Definition 

The equator is an equal distance 
between the North and South Poles. 

Along the equator it is always hot and 
the day and night are both 12 hours 

long. 

Poles Either of two points on planet. 

Hemisphere Half a sphere. Half of the Earth. 

Country A nation with its own government. 
The northern hemisphere includes all of 
north America, Europe and most of Asia 

and Africa. 

The southern hemisphere includes all of 
Australia, Antarctica and most of South 

America. 

Continent  
Any of the world’s continuous expanses of 

land. 

Hazard A danger or risk. The tropic of Cancer is an imaginary line 
in the northern hemisphere. It is the 

furthest north you can ever go and still 
have the sun directly overhead. Physical 

features 
Natural features. 

The tropic of Capricorn is an imaginary 
line in the southern hemisphere. It is 

the furthest south you can go and still 
have the sun directly overhead 

Links 
- Identify the poles, equator, tropics, and hot and cold 

places.  

- Identify countries in Europe and America.  

- Compare the physical and human features of a European 

and American region. 

-  Identify the differences between cities and villages 

and their settlements.  

- Advantages and disadvantages of locations and 

environments. 

Human 

Features 

How human activity affects or is influenced 

by the earth’s surface. 

The North and South Pole are at 
opposite ends of the globe. They are 

made of solid ice.  Settlement A place where people establish a community. 

Region An area fixed by boundaries.  

City A large town. 

Village 
A group of houses and associated building 

situated in rural areas. 

Curriculum Links: 

- Year 1, 2, 5 – Continents and Oceans 

- Year 2 – Our local area. 

Map 

A representation of an area of land or sea 

showing physical features, cities, roads and 

more.  


